Unit 5 Discussion Board Assignment due – Saturday, February 20
 Special Topics in Healthcare Financial Management 

NOT an APA PAPER. Please discuss and address points that will lead into discussions from students and instructor. Requesting 2 to 3 substantial paragraphs and also required will be one to two responses from other comments submitted by instructor and/or students. 
The class is a graduate MBA class in healthcare finances
Unit Objectives
Differentiate how healthcare regulations federal, local and state increase the complexity of financial management and decision making. 
Instructor’s Notes: 
In this unit, we will reflect on the variation of resource utilization, technology diffusion, and barriers to providing high-value care.  Each of these topics are inter-related. We know that in certain areas of the country there are scarce resources to include staff, facilities and services.  This is particularly true in urban and rural areas. The facilities in these areas are under-funded and under-staffed.  Despite several government actions, we cannot entice providers and corporate entities to provide care to folks in these areas.  In fact, we have seen several facilities close their doors leaving those in these communities having to drive much further for care.
For the discussion, discuss how businesses allocate money over time.  We will do this by discussing the impact the Affordable Care Act had on many healthcare organizations. We will also discuss how complicated the ACA made financial management for our industry. Many organizations were concerned with the impact of the implantation of the ACA.  Some organizations even went so far as to take preemptive steps to deal with the onslaught of new patients. Fast-forward to now, many of the negative impacts that were anticipated did not come to fruition.
Discussion Question (2-3 substantial paragraphs)
Finance is the study of how businesses allocate money over time. With the implementation of the Affordable Care Act, it is posited that financial management will become more complicated. Do you agree or disagree? Explain the rationale for your response. 
